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Portrait of My Uncle Daniel and His 
Family 

By Ignacio Zuloaga 

THE painting by Zuloaga, entitled "My Uncle 
Daniel and His Family," purchased at the 
exhibition of the artist's work held by the Copley 
Society in Copley Hall last winter, has now been 
hung in Gallery VII of the Robert D. Evans 
Memorial Galleries. The first sensation received 
from the picture is of the force of black relieved 
by very moderate color contrasts ; the next sensa- 
tion is of the vivacious energy of the young women, 
whose attitudes obviously are individually charac- 
teristic, selected with a perfectly deliberate intention 
to produce a somewhat forced effect. The whole 
picture is organized as a decoration, and the sim- 



plicity of the impression it produces is due to ils 
very thoroughly thought-out plan. The artist has 
no intention of distracting the spectator's interest 
by any matter-of-fact mise en scene, but he sets 
the group off against a background of convention- 
alized Segovian landscape and a sky that is wonder- 
fully successful as a background and also very truly 
a sky. To us of a different race, with a northern 
temperament, it may be difficult to justify the ele- 
mental instincts which Zuloaga has so vividly 
presented, and for us the portrait of his aunt with 
the little dog may constitute the greatest element 
of charm and sympathetic truth. The picture 
gives every evidence of the artist's deeply rooted 
devotion to the subjects that engage him ; it is 
because his individuality is so completely absorbed 
in his work that his pictures are so intensely personal. 



